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Think  Green 

SEP  Idea  Bank 


What  is  the  SEP  Idea  Bank? 


Illinois  EPA  has  created  a SEP  Idea  Bank  that  allows  the 
public  to  submit  ideas  for  improving  public  health  and/or 
the  environment  that  could  be  used  as  SEPs.  When  settling 
an  enforcement  action,  companies  sometimes  agree  to 
undertake  SEPs  (Supplemental  Environmental  Projects)  as 
part  of  the  penalty  portion  of  the  settlement.  SEPs  must 
improve,  restore,  protect,  or  reduce  risks  to  public  health 
and/or  the  environment  beyond  that  achieved  by  simply 
complying  with  the  law.  The  company  will  receive  some 
penalty  off-set  for  completing  a SEP. 

SEP  ideas  submitted  to  the  SEP  Idea  Bank  will  be  made 
available  to  company  representatives  for  their  consideration 
during  settlement  negotiations  with  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Ideas  will  remain  in  the  online  SEP  Idea  Bank  for  two  years 
from  the  date  of  deposit. 


What  projects  are  appropriate  for  the 
SEP  Idea  Bank? 


Eight  categories  of  projects  are  appropriate  for  the  Idea 
Bank.  SEPs  may  include  other  types  of  projects  that  have 
public  health  and/or  environmental  improvement  merit  but 
do  not  fit  within  the  following  categories.  For  a description 
of  each  category,  see  the  Instructions  for  the  Idea  Bank 
Deposit  Form.  The  following  are  examples  of  projects  for 
each  of  the  categories. 


Pollution  Prevention  and  Resource  Efficiency:  Provide  for  an  energy 
audit  at  a school  or  fund  the  installation  of  solar  panels  at  a park  district 
facility  to  provide  electricity. 

Pollution  Reduction:  Utilize  improved  treatment  and  control  technolo- 
gies that  go  beyond  current  requirements  to  reduce  the  amount  or  toxici- 
ty of  released  pollution  at  facilities  that  may  be  subject  to  a SEP. 

Green  Schools:  Purchase  and  install  energy  efficient  devices  and/or 
cleaner  fuels  for  local  school  buses. 


Environmental  Restoration  and  Protection:  Restore  a local  stream  bank 

to  reduce  erosion  and  provide  natural  habitat. 

Emergency  Planning  and  Preparedness:  Purchase  emergency 
response/hazardous  materials  incident  equipment  and  supplies  for  local 
response  teams. 

Technical  Assistance  and  Outreach:  Develop  an  environmental  program 
that  provides  compliance  assistance  and  energy  efficiency  training  to  local 
small  businesses. 

Environmental  Education  and  Public  Awareness:  With  input  from  the 
county  education  office,  provide  for  the  development  of  classroom  environ- 
mental education  materials  for  K-12  teachers  in  the  region. 

Special  Waste  Collection  Events  and  Ongoing  Community  Waste 
Programs:  Conduct  a household  hazardous  waste  or  scrap  tire  collection 
in  the  community. 

Other:  Other  acceptable  SEPs  include  those  that  have  environmental 
improvement  merit  but  do  not  fit  within  the 
categories  listed  above. 
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How  can  I submit  an  idea? 


To  submit  your  idea  visit  our  website  at 
www.epa.state.il. us/enforcement/sep  and  complete  the  Idea 
Bank  Deposit  Form  online.  You  may  also  complete  the 
Deposit  Form  included  in  this  brochure  and  mail  the  com- 
pleted form  to  Illinois  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  SEP 
Idea  Bank,  Mail  Code  #38, 1021  North  Grand  Avenue  East, 

Post  Office  Box  19276,  Springfield,  Illinois  62794-9276  or  fax 
the  completed  form  to  217.785.8346. 

i 

Instructions  for  completing  the  form  are  included  in  this 
brochure.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  SEPs  are  not  mandatory 
and  there  are  no  guarantees  that  a submitted  project  will  be 
adopted.  Your  contact  information  will  be  kept  confidential 
and  only  shared  with  authorized  representatives  of  compa- 
nies engaged  in  enforcement  negotiations  with  the  State. 

When  interest  in  your  idea  develops,  the  company  represen- 
tative may  need  to  contact  you  to  obtain  additional  details  to 
assess  its  viability.  If  this  occurs,  Illinois  EPA  will  notify  you. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Illinois  EPA  Environmental 
Helpline  toll  free  at  888.372.1996  or  the  Division  of  Legal 
Counsel  at  217.782.5544.  For  other  information  about 
environmental  issues,  see  the  Illinois  EPA  we.b  page  at 
www.epa.state.il.us. 


Supplemental  Environmental 
Project  Idea  Bank 

Project  Deposit  Form 

Name  of  proposed  project 

Name  of  organization,  institution,  or  individual  


Address 

City  

State  

Zip  Code 

Contact  name 

Telephone  

E-mail  

Type  of  project:  Select  from  list 

Pollution  Prevention  and  Resource  Efficiency 

Pollution  Reduction 

Green  Schools 

Environmental  Restoration  and  Protection 

Emergency  Planning  and  Preparedness 

Technical  Assistance  and  Outreach 

Environmental  Education  and  Public  Awareness 

Special  Waste  Collection  Events  and  Ongoing  Community 

Waste  Programs 
Other 

Description  of  Proposed  Project 


Location  or  geographic  area  

Expected  Environmental  Benefit 

Estimated  cost 

$0-  $5,000 

$5,001  -$15,000 

$15,001  -$25,00 

$25,001  - $50,000 

$50,001  -$75,000 

$75,001  + 


Printed  an  recycled  paper 
Printed  by  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Illinois 
IISG07-426  Jam  2007  2,000 


Supplemental  Environmental  Project  (SEP) 
Ideas  That  have  Been  Funded 


• Construct  an  off-road  multi-use  trail  system  and  trailhead 

• Restore  and  improve  a public  park  and  playground 

• Implement  educational  training  programs  for  minimizing/monitor- 
ing 

storm  water  run-off  at  construction  sites  in  Illinois 

• Retrofit  and  upgrade  lighting  at  a hospital 

• Restore  a prairie  habitat 

• Upgrade  emergency  response  equipment 

• Remove  nearly  25  dilapidated,  vacant  and  burned-out  structures  in  a 

targeted  area  of  a community 

• Remove  sediment  from  a historic  neighborhood  lake  in  the  heart 

of  a community 

• Fund  a county  health  department's  community  education  project 

• Construct  a new  water  main  in  an  area  with  contaminated 

groundwater 

• Minimize  the  open  burning  of  leaves  and  other  landscape  waste 

• Implement  an  I & M Canal  wetlands  and  waterway  restoration  project 

• Procure  emergency  response  equipment  and  equipment  to  detect 

airborne  gases 

• Purchase  hazardous  materials  training,  clothing  and  equipment 

• Fund  recycling  programs  and/or  environmental  education  in  a 

school  district 

• Collect/dispose  and  donate  used  computer/computer  monitor 

equipment  for  the  community 

• Implement  school  district  “greening”  programs 

• Repair  flood  damage  associated  with  the  I & M Canal 

• Construct  a wetlands  treatment  system  demonstration  project  at  a 

publicly  owned  treatment  works 

• Stabilize  a stream  bank  to  reduce  bank  erosion  and  sedimentation  in 
a 

creek  and  downstream  waters 

• Construct  a new  lift  station  force  main 

• Install  a biking  and  walking  bridge  over  the  I & M Canal 

• Fund  environmental  enforcement  training  and  coordination 

• Implement  watershed  management  program 

• Install  fencing  at  a wastewater  treatment  plant 

• Install  water  lines  and  hydrants  to  enhance  fire  protection  within  the 

Tri-City  Regional  Port  District 

• Implement  environmental  educational  activities  involving  natural 

resource  restoration 

• Install  rural  public  water  supply  connections 

• Fund  hazardous  waste  collection  in  south  suburban  communities 

• Restore  and  construct  a nature  trail 

• Install  and  maintain  floating  aerators  in  retention  ponds 

• Implement  a “Bass  in  the  Class”  grade  school  education  program  at  a 

county  forest  preserve 

• Replace  a section  of  railroad  right-of-way  to  serve  as  a hiking/biking 

trail  connecting  two  segments  of  the  Anderson  Prairie 

These  represent  a small  sampling  of  the  wide  range  of  Supplemental 
Environmental  Projects  that  have  been  funded  through  enforcement 
settlements.  For  more  information,  call  the  Illinois  EPA  Environmental 
Helpline  toll  free  at  888.372.1996,  or  the  Division  of  Legal  Counsel  at 
2 1 7.782.5544,  and  ask  about  the  SEP  Idea  Bank. 
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Instructions  for  Idea  Bank  Deposit  Form 


Name  of  proposed  project:  Please  provide  a Project  Name 
for  future  reference. 

Organization,  institution,  or  individual:  Please  provide  the 
name  of  the  group  or  individual  submitting  the  project  idea. 

Contact  information:  Please  provide  an  address,  contact 
name,  telephone  number,  and  e-mail  address  so  we  may  con- 
tact the  submitter  for  questions  and  follow-up  information. 

Type  of  project:  The  following  types  of  projects  are  appropri- 
ate for  SEPs. 


Pollution  Prevention  and  Resource  Efficiency:  Provide  for 
better  environmental  protection,  such  as  reducing  the  source 
of  waste  and  emissions;  ensuring  more  efficient  use  of  raw 
materials,  energy  and  water;  and  converting  to  greener 
technologies,  products  or  services. 


Pollution  Reduction:  Reduce  pollution  at  a facility  beyond 
current  requirements  by  providing  better  treatment,  control  or 
disposal  of  a pollutant  or  waste. 

Ty  r 34e> 

Green  Schools:  Provide  resources  or  assistance  to  help  schools 
improve  their  indoor  environment,  reduce  waste,  save  energy 
or  minimize  emissions  from  bus  fleets. 


Environmental  Restoration  and  Protection:  Improve  or 
restore  the  physical  quality  of  the  land,  air  or  water  damaged 
by  environmental  contamination. 

Emergency  Planning  and  Preparedness:  Provide  assistance 
to  a responsible  state  or  local  emergency  response  or  planning 
organization  to  enable  these  organizations  to  prepare  for  and 
respond  to  environmental  emergencies,  such  as  accidental 
spills  or  releases. 

Technical  Assistance  and  Outreach:  Facilitate  technical 
support  or  training  for  other  facilities  to  help  improve 
environmental  performance,  such  as  energy  audits,  pollution 
prevention  assessments,  green  design  seminars  and 
compliance  assistance  workshops. 

Environmental  Education  and  Public  Awareness: 

Contribute  environmental  education  resources  or  provide  for 
other  environmental  educational  assistance  to  educators,  such 
as  teacher  training  and  professional  development  programs. 
Conduct  a public  awareness  program,  campaign  or  event  that 
promotes  greater  citizen  or  community  involvement  in  envi- 
ronmental stewardship  activities. 

Special  Waste  Collection  Events  and  Ongoing  Community 
Waste  Programs:  Conduct  special  events  such  as  community 
household  hazardous  waste  collections,  school  chemistry  lab 
waste  collections,  or  litter  pickups  along  lakes,  streams,  rivers, 
or  public  properties.  Provide  for  ongoing  community  waste 
management  programs  such  as  oil  or  paint  recycling. 


Description  of  proposed  project:  Please  provide  a 200  word 
or  less  description  of  the  proposed  project  with  as  much 
detail  as  possible,  including  the  need  for  the  project  and 
the  availability  of  other  similar  services  or  projects  in  the 
area.  In  the  description,  please  explain  in  what  way  the 
funds  will  be  used  and  include  the  major  components  of 
the  project  and  key  actions  such  as  training,  educational 
outreach,  restoration  activities,  information  materials. 

Location  or  geographic  area:  Identify  cities,  counties,  water 
sheds,  rivers,  or  other  description  of  the  geographic  area 
of  the  proposed  project.  Please  be  as  specific  as  possible. 

Environmental  benefit:  Explain  the  expected  environmental 
benefit  of  this  project.  Please  provide  a 200  word  or  less 
description  of  the  environmental  or  public  health  benefits 
such  as  size  of  population  at  risk  that  will  be  helped 
and/or  types  of  pollutants  that  will  be  reduced.  Wherever 
feasible,  please  quantify  the  environmental  benefits  to  be 
achieved  (e.g.  amount  of  each  pollutant  or  waste  that  is 
expected  to  be  reduced  or  amount  of  land  that  is  intended 
to  be  environmentally  restored). 

Estimated  cost:  To  the  extent  known,  provide  an  estimated 
cost.  (It  is  recognized  that  as  a project  is  developed  and 
implemented,  the  costs  associated  with  the  project  may 
change;  costs  stated  on  the  SEP  Idea  Form  are  estimates.)  ' 
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Printed  by  Authority  of 
the  State  of  Illinois 
35385  Jan-2007  2M 


Illinois  EPA  Director  Doug  Scott  -’’With  the  assistance 
of  SEP  grants,  and  the  vision  and  inspiration  of  citi- 
zens and  community  leaders,  communities  all  around 
Illinois  can  turn  negative  environmental  eyesores  into 
environmentally-safe,  economically-viable,  and  com- 
munity-friendly locations  in  their  village,  town,  or 
city.  I encourage  communities  and  organizations 
throughout  the  state  to  submit  ideas  and  projects  to 
the  SEP  idea  bank  for  consideration.” 


Mayor  Niebur  Edwardsville  IL  - “Thanks  to  the  SEP  grant.  Historic 
Ledaire  Lake  is  being  brought  back  to  life.  The  public  is  now  assured  that 
this  community  treasure  will  remain  for  generations  to  come.” 


Mayor  Dr.  Irene  Brodie  Robbins  IL  - “I  am  extremely  excited  about  the 
restart  of  the  Village  of  Robbins  Demolition  Program.  The  SEP  grant  will 
assist  with  the  asbestos  evaluation  and  demolition  of  approximately  25 
abandoned  and  burned-out  structures  paving  the  way  for  commercial, 
industrial  and  residential  housing  development.” 
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